but was sending armies to Spain and again incurring England's
hostility and Germany's friendship began to look desirable to
him. So that two years after Dollfuss's murder he made Austria
sign a truce with Germany, by which Hitler 'acknowledged
Austrian sovereignty' but Austria promised cto pursue a policy
consonant with her position as a Germanic State', and thus
Mussolini, giving another dose of anaesthetic to the patient
Austria, which had already survived alternate doses of
strychnine and morphia, strangely enough, shook hands
with Hitler across the operating table and the Mussolini-
' Hitler partnership began, of which the world has yet to see
the end.

It was the thin end of the German wedge in Austria, and when
or whether it will be driven deep enough to split Austria asunder
depends on Mussolini's plight. If his adventures lead him deep
enough into the mire, if he is hard pressed enough, he will have
to sell out in Austria in order to keep his German partner. He
will only do that in a desperate emergency, and watch Austria
if you want to know how Mussolini's stock is standing, for he
will need to be in a very bad way indeed to put up with Ger-
many as a next door neighbour, within grabbing distance of the .
blue Adriatic and Trieste, which Italy only acquired from
Austria through the war.

Hitler has often pressed for ea free plebiscite5 in Austria.
They say that this was one of the suggestions put to
Lord Halifax, when he saw Hitler, as a fair offer. It is skil-
fully attuned to the British mentality; it has a democratic ring.
Statesmen far away do not realize, even if they cared, that
there is no such thing as a Tree plebiscite' in a country of seven
million people coveted by a neighbouring military dictatorship
of seventy millions. The means of pressure and intimidation are
too great.

If Hitler gets his plebiscite the moving finger will inexorably
write Tinis Austriae' across the European map, and Austrian
man-power and munition-power will be harnessed to the mighty
German military machine.
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